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INTRODUCTION
I entered the year 2020 as a clueless graduate
who was eager to start living life. It was the best
feeling knowing that I had finally left the
university after so many years.
I had no concrete plans but I knew that I had
the capacity to do exploits. For someone as
eager as I am, I was still confused and scared. I
was scared of being disappointed because I had
so high a hope with no plans.
My friends would ask me ‘what’s next after
service year’ and I’ll reply with so much
confidence on the outside but sweaty palms
and confusion on the inside.
Wondering why I’m telling you this? It’s
because I’m leaving 2020 fulfilled. Wait, don’t
feel tense.
You did not just read that I’ll be leaving 2020 as
a perfect achiever who has accomplished all
that she set out to do this year.

Best believe that I did a lot and a lot did not
work, so you are not alone. While a lot did not
work out, a lot did work out too. Yes, a lot did.
I’ll summarize my 2020 in this cute note for you
before I share lessons I learned in the year 2020
which you will need to live the life you desire in
the coming year.

REASONS WHY...
...you should read this note to the end
You should read it because I’m just a young lady
who shares the same struggles with you but
somehow, was able to survive because I got
hold of some lessons.
You should read it because I was able to attract
the life that I so desire by putting these lessons
into practice.
You should read it because I’m living the life
that I desire and it feels so good.
You should read it because you desire a good
life and reading this note will bring you closer to
that life. All you’ll have to do after reading is to
act.
Let's begin!
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In the beginning

Let’s not forget that I said my friends would ask
me what plans I had after service and I would
confidently tell them a lot of things that didn’t
make sense to me but I somehow believed I
could achieve them.
The first month in the year 2020 was already my
5th month into service year and the only goal of
saving nothing less than 50% of my allowance
apart from stabbing CDS was nowhere in sight.
I had purposed in my heart but the flesh was
weak, lol. So much for a lady with big dreams
but has zero saving habits. In a nutshell, the
year 2020 started on a failed goal note for me.
Guess who still wrote goals for the year, me.
I decided to write goals for the year, not new
year resolutions because resolutions seemed
too serious to me.
Let’s not even forget the previous year that I
wrote resolutions and did absolutely nothing on
the list.

If you no longer write resolutions, I don’t blame
you because I’ve been there and I know what
doing nothing on the list does to one’s mental
health. Even though it’s totally not the
resolution’s fault, it’s your fault for writing an
ambiguous list, lol.
I have my way with words so it was easy to
convince my friends I had it all figured out. It
looked like I had plans for after service but I did
not. I just knew that I wanted a good life and
was going to make it happen.
I was so scared to tell them I was figuring things
out because it is me, Ope now. I mean, how will
Ope tell people she gives advice to and
motivates that she does not have a plan yet.
See what had happened there, I was killing
myself with the pressure of people’s
expectations. Or simply put, I was killing myself
with the pressure of what I thought people
expected of me.
Stay with me.

Fast forward to February, I was so busy singing
the reigning song,
Valentine is coming, where is your boyfriend?
You are sitting at home, lonely! that I forgot to
make actual plans. Then Covid19 came and that
was it.
It seemed like everything was crashing and at
that point, I became so scared. I mean, when
everything was all right, I didn’t have a plan,
now that everything is not, what would I do.
It got worse when a few of my friends lost their
jobs due to the lockdown, I almost lost hope
that anything was going to work for me in 2020.
I was broke.
The earlier part of this period was full of
uncertainty, fear, and loss of hope for me and
many people. I didn’t even think about anything
work because woman just wanted to stay alive
so the cycle began.
Sleep, eat, press phone, sleep, watch movies,
eat, sleep again! And that was it. Well, since I
was at home and with the help of my friend, I
started saving, hallelujah.

If there’s anything I’m happy I did in the year
2020, it’ll be saving.
Well, my birthday came and went just like that. I
had great plans for my 25th
birthday but covid19 said no. I would have been
angry that the lockdown spoilt my birthday
dinner plans but then it was a blessing in
disguise.
Wait, I’m not one of the typical African mothers,
so hear me out.
It had been on my mind to get myself a blog
but then I kept procrastinating. It was the
money I would have used for the birthday
dinner that I diverted into getting my blog
running at the dying minute.
So you see why lockdown was a blessing in
disguise. It was a dream come through to
actually have my own URL
www.opeyemiomidiji.com even though I didn’t
plan it. Perfect birthday gift!
My blog went live on my birthday and that was
where I got back my sense of responsibility. I
mean I had to write, edit, publish, learn more
about blogging and so much more.

It was a very nice feeling and talking about the
acceptance I got from people, it was
overwhelming.
I was so engrossed that I forgot lockdown was
on, lol.
Before I knew it, it was July already and it was
the end of service year for me. Before service
ended, I had watched a lot of videos, done a lot
of research, and I had decided to also start my
Youtube channel.
You might want to say boredom pushed me
into it but no, I already had my blog.
I had learned editing in one of the places I
worked, I have a flair for media and my sister
just got a nice phone as a gift so I had no excuse
to not start a Youtube channel.
Did I mention I also got a ring light? Oh, I did
and that was it.
July 13, 2020, I dropped my first Youtube video
with the help of a friend who was already a
Youtuber. That was extra responsibility guys and
it was all fun blogging coupled with Youtube
that I totally forgot there was lockdown.

I did these things diligently and consistently; I’m
not even joking. You would have thought I was
working for someone or getting paid. The fact
that they gave me a sense of responsibility in
times of uncertainty was everything for me.
Let me not bore you but I'll say this, as hard as
the lockdown period was for some people,
some others had it maybe not so easy but not
as hard.
I got writing gigs which my blog brought for
me, I learned a lot of stuff that the knowledge
alone brought me money and I also got a lot of
other things that were not monetary.
While all this was going on, I was partnering
with a friend on a project that he had going on
too and I’ll say it was another thing that
exposed me to many things that I have going
on right now.
All I had to do at that point was to share ideas
and then manage social media accounts. Little
did I know that it was a means to an end.

I did my work diligently and no; money was not
the motivation since I was not getting paid.
Wondering why I said it was a means to an
end? My work got noticed and it brought me
paid jobs.
So, if at some point you have wondered how I
made money in the year 2020, it was through
writing gigs and social media management.
There you have it.
A lady who started the year afraid, clueless, and
confused somehow is ending the year bold,
happy, and fulfilled. Not because something
super big happened but because little
things I did unknowingly got me the life I desire
which is to work from home.
I know where I was at the beginning of this year
and it's far away from where I am now.
.

WHAT I DID DIFFERENTLY
If you followed my story, you would know that
the first thing for me was my mindset.
My mindset changed and it affected the words I
spoke which ultimately drew me closer to the
life I desire.
There’s this belief that things get hard after
service year because that’s when reality hits but
I chose to believe differently.
I believed I had the capacity to do exploits so I
would always tell my friends my big dreams
whenever they asked me. My changed mindset
led me to speak positively about my future and
someway, somehow, the thought became
strong, I was open to receiving what I wanted
and I got it.
The second thing, even though was
coincidental would be me seizing the
opportunity. I could have bought stuff with my
birthday dinner money but I decided to invest it
in getting my blog running. Unknowingly for
me, I was opening a portal for myself.

I had no idea my blog was going to bring me as
much as it did. Just an opportunity.
They often say your network is your net worth
and I’ll say it played out in the year 2020 for me.
Almost everything I got this year came through
my friends, even the seemingly little things.
From savings (which my friend helped me
achieve) to my blog (which was built by a friend
for not as much money as I would have done it
outside), to the massive acceptance of my blog
(many people actually put my matter on their
head).
To the writing gigs and social media
management jobs. All these came as a result of
my network.
Let’s not forget that I also did free jobs and
these free jobs helped me learn while working
and also gave me the experience I needed to
take on bigger jobs. I could have decided to ask
for money for every free job I did since I was
broke, but I saw them as an opportunity to
learn, make mistakes, and gather experiences.
You already know what these free jobs got me.

You are wrong if you think I would not blow my
own trumpet. I worked my ass out in the year
2020. Ask my close friends and my family
members. Sleeping late became a habit
because I was not going to sleep until I get a
hang of my work.
I did not spend too much time on Instagram
shouting ‘God when’, instead I spent my time
and data learning stuff from google to Youtube.
I knew that I had to do the work and not Just
covet with my heart and spit words of exploit
with my mouth. I played my part too. I humbled
myself to learn and I can say I’m seeing the
result of the hard work.
The last thing which was supposed to be the
first thing would be me writing down my goals.
I wrote down these goals in the simplest way
you would ever see and no, they were not big
goals.
First on the list was to save, next was to work on
my punctuality, and so on. Not only did I write
these goals, but I also wrote reasonable ways I
could achieve them.

There are some things I would not know I
achieved this year if I didn’t write them down
because they seem so little but actually means
a lot.
I think now you should understand that I didn’t
do big stuff but those seemingly little things I
did added up into great stuff for me and I was
able to notice because I wrote if not all, most
things down.

CHAPTER

02
Lessons I Learned

02

Lessons I Learned

If you think these lessons would be big words
and stuff, drop that expectation now so that you
won’t be disappointed, lol.
Here are some lessons that I learned in the year
2020 that I think would help you claim the life
you desire in the coming year.
1.
Your mindset is a great determinant of
what you attract
2.
Your words have power so try to speak
positive words always
3.
There are opportunities out there, you just
need to position your mind and eyes to perceive
and see them
4.
You have the capacity to do great things,
you just need to put a little extra effort
5.
Your friends’ matter, invest in meaningful
friendships
6.
Be willing to volunteer or do free jobs, you
are investing in yourself
7.
You see those ideas that seem stupid
because you cannot do them at that point, write
them down. Do not discard any thought or idea,
they’ll come in handy later

8.
Let go of both people’s expectations and
your own formed expectations
9.
You don’t have to do what everybody is
doing. Do what you have the capacity for and at
your own pace, every other person will adjust
10.
Do the work because nothing is ever
going to change if you don’t. Take lessons,
invest in your learning process because it’ll
greatly determine your result
11.
It’s okay to be afraid, clueless, and
confused. What’s not okay is if you let go of your
dreams while going through that phase
12.
Disappointments might happen but deal
with them, it’s part of the process.
13.
Choose progress over perfection. Little
drops of water they say, make a mighty ocean
14.
Lastly, you deserve that life you desire. Let
nobody talk you out of believing this.
.
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My Unsolicited Advice

You didn’t ask me but know this and know
peace.
With everything going on, you can still have a
great year. Let nobody make you feel like you
didn’t do much in 2020 and that could mean
you won’t be able to do much in 2021.
The habits you were able to work on is
something, that recipe you learned
is something, you being able to keep in touch
with your friends is something. Those little
somethings are enough. Those little somethings
are a pointer to the fact that you can do a lot
more in the coming year.
Do not set unreasonable goals and standards
for yourself. Remember that you are in no
competition with anybody and whenever you
do that which people have done, your
celebration is still valid.
And this brings me to say, celebrate your little
wins, it will boost your morale.
No pressure but do the work you didn’t do in
the year 2020 because nobody will do it for you.
Double your effort and your output will double.

Lastly, don’t forget to live. Have fun, do things
you love, spend time with family and friends,
after all, life is short.
I believe in you but much more believe in
yourself and God will help you.
Cheers to smashing our goals!
Stay sane, stay safe
With love,
Opeyemi Omidiji

Connect with me on my social media platforms
Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/opeyemiomidiji_/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/pelizzy_
Facebook: Opeyemi Omidiji
Linkedin: Opeyemi Omidiji
Email: opeyemiomidijilzbth@gmail.com
Blog: www.opeyemiomidiji.com
Subscribe to my youtube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk4UJNZK
xis_lKXr55FXxWw

You deserve every good thing you wish for. You
are not over-ambitious for wishing for a better
life. Don’t settle, keep dreaming big but most
importantly, act on your dreams,
and bring to life the very kind of life you wish for.
Opeyemi Omidiji

HAPPY NEW YEAR

